Celebrating the International Day for Monuments and Sites
18th April 2012

The ‘International Day of Monuments and Sites’ &ebrated around the world on"18f
April. ICOMOS Pakistan Secretariat commemoratesdig annually by arranging various
events including lectures, seminars, newspapetiestitours of historic sites, etc. involving
people from various heritage related fields, pafdy focusing on the theme announced by
ICOMOS for each year. To mark the"4@nniversary of World Heritage Convention the
theme for this year was ‘Worlld Heritage’. In Sintte day’s events were organized by the
Department of Culture and the Directorate of Aralagy and Museums Sindh, in
collaboration with ICOMOS Pakistan Secretariat. Axgoother activities a seminar was
organized at the auditorium of the National MuseKarachi to focus on the two World
Heritage Sites of Sindh, namely Mohenjodaro and IM4iKs.

The speakers at this event included Dr. Anila Nae®earetary General, ICOMOS Pakistan,
who was invited to speak on the significance ofdag and the World Heritage Convention.
She briefly explained the history of the Conventannd the significance of celebrating this
day. She explained that the International Day fanMments and Sites was first proposed by
the International Council on Monuments and SiteSOMOS) on 18 April 1982 and
approved by the General Assembly of UNESCO in li@8Bunisia. It was aimed to promote
awareness and contribution of common people towHressafeguarding and protection of
their cultural heritage. She also elaborated on tiemes previously announced for
International Monuments Day since 2000 to the presghe further highlighted on this years
theme of ‘World Heritage’ and briefed on the ‘WoHritage Convention’ and the evolution
of the concepts and the process of notifying theldvBHeritage Site designations; the aim
being identification and protection of Earth’s placeable natural and cultural heritage, and
to ensure their conservation for all mankind.

The second speaker at the event Mr. Qasim Ali Qabimector, Directorate of Archeology
and Museums Sindh who highlighted on the signifteanand importance of the
archaeological ruins at Mohen-jo-Daro, the firé¢ $rom Pakistan given the designation of a
World Heritage Sites in 1980. First he explainedwlthe history of the site saying it was
one of the largest and well planned settlementh®findus Valley Civilization built during
2600BC and contemporary to the world's earliestomarban settlements, including the
civilizations of Egypt, Babylon and Mesopotamiss filanning is based on street grid of
rectilinear buildings. Furthermore, he spoke alibatpresent physical and conservation state
of the site. In the end he shared his views onitif@dementation of first master plan of
Mohen-jo-Daro which prescribed three main actianpart of the conservation plan: the plan
to lower ground water table, controlling the floftbe Indus and a vegetation plan. He also
informed that recently the process to develop a nester plan for Mohenjodaro has been
announced by the Ministry of Culture, which will imecontinuation of the previous one.

The last speaker Mr. Bukhari, Superintendent Nafidiuseum highlighted the Makli Hills
necropolis as one of the world’s largest cemetklgy.called it as a burial place of several
rulers, sufis and saints, during three great rukmgs of Summas, Arghuns and Tarkhan
Dynasties. Furthermore, he spoke about the mostipemt individual tombs at the site and
discussed their present physical state of conservand the issues of vandalism caused by
visitors and people living in near-by areas. Semimas followed by question and answers
session, and concluded with a vote of thanks dad/éy the Curator, National Museum, Mr.
Igbal. The event was followed by tea served inl#vens of the National Museum which are



part of the historic Burns Garden, giving an oppoitly to all the participants to formally
further their discussions.

The event broughbgether differenconservation specialisend professionals frowvarious
disciplines and was attended by others having interest irotiés monument. The
discussions instigatecevaluation anddissemination ofinformation on conservation
principles, techniques and policieThis year for the first timén Pakistan any governme
department got involved in organizing the of April events. The Department of Cultu
Government of Sindh gave \agttisements in local newspapers highlighting its18Vand
those included in the tentative .

Report Prepared by:
Architect Tania Ali Soomro
Member, ICOMOS Pakistan
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PROGRAMME
The Director, Directorate of Archaeology & Museums Sindh )
Culture Department, Government of Sindh Arrival of Guests ° 3:45pm.
in collaboration with [COMOS Pakistan ) Recitation of Holy Quran : 4:00 pm.
Requests the pleasure of your company at the Seminar
Welcome Address by the Superi il National M of H 4:05 pm.
“INTERNATIONAL MONUMENTS DAY 40™ ANNIVERSARY OF Pakistan Karachi
WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION”
ON Significance of the International Monument Day by Dr. Anila Naeem : 4:10 pm.
Wednesday, Apnl,;:?, 2012 3t4:00;pinr. Mohenjodaro: The World Heritage Site by Qasim Ali Qasim 3 4:25 pm.
National Museum of Pakistan Makli Hills Monuments, Thatto by Dr. Muhammad Ali Manji : 4:40 pm.
Burns Garden, Karachi
Vote of Thanks : 4:55 pm.
RSVP
021.09212839 Refreshment : 5:00 pm.
021-99212799
Cell: 0333-2116907 Programme Over Leaf

Invitation card from Department of Culture




