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Abstract

The expression devotional architecture is related to the shrines the Sindhis visit for
asking help and succour to different categories of religious figures, including Muslim
saints and Hindu deities. Despite the obvious social function they implement in Sindh, it
is amazing to see that these shrines were neglected by the British during colonization. At
best, they saw them as « antiquities », a concept that implies they were « dead », and not
« working », despite an obvious importance due to their size, architectural style and
aesthetics, as well as the numerous and varied people who used to come. In this paper, I
argue that the British were locked in a representation of South Asian architecture
constructed on Persian and Moghul patterns, and that they consequently totally
neglected or even ignored the vernacular architecture of Sindh. After introducing the
general outlook the British made of the religions in Sindh, the first part will analyze how
the British represented the Sufi dargahs, both in their writings and paintings. The
second part will be devoted to the figure of Jhulelal to underscore how, in some cases,
the British depicted the buildings devoted to him when they fit their representation of
architecture, as for example the dargah of Zinda Pir, and how they simultaneously
ignored the huge darbar settled in Udero Lal.
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